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Jubilee Year 2025





a place for some of my thoughts, 
in retrospect . . .

A message from our Generalate
Let us celebrate the Jubilee Year, with its newness, with hope, 
with creativity, that reveals the love of God, which dwells in us 
and sends us forth to announce good news to all peoples, in 
all places and by all means. . . .

[We] would like to invite you, to let our hope and our love be 
crative for the Jubilee Year 2025; to do a special “Solidarity 
project with  deep sense of Salvatorian hope.” Maybe several 
units have solidarity projects, but [we] would like to invite you 
to do something creative, involving and engaging all the sisters 
in the unit and at the end of the Jubilee Year, to report the 
results for sharing in a special publication.



If we look up the defi nition of 
solidarity in the dictionary, we 
fi nd: “a union or fellowship arising 
from common responsibilities and 
interests, as between members of a 
group or between classes, peoples, 
etc.; a community of feelings, 
purposes, etc.”

It implies that diverse peoples and/
or groups, sharing a passion, come together because of a 
shared cause. It also implies a conviction that collaboration 
is needed and vital in order to reach a successful conclusion 
or goal. Our Generalate adds other vital components to a 
successful solidarity project: love for the people affected 
and hope for successful outcomes through prayer and 
affi rmation.

As I refl ect on how we in the U.S. Region show our 
solidarity, despite aging and ill health among many of our 
sisters, I realize how essential is our life of prayer. As we 
watch the global evidence of human suffering through daily 
news reports, our prayers are expressed on behalf of those 
affected by violence, poverty, and climate change. Even 
in our own cities we read and see evidence of these same 
ills. And our desire to collaborate causes us to fi nd those 
agencies that are addressing these many needs. We join in 
solidarity by providing monetary resources, our volunteer 
time and our prayer. 

Sr. Jean Schafer Sr. Clarice Steinfeldt

Sr. Clarice has spent many retirement years 
engrossed in the meticulous art of paper 
cutting. Her lovely artwork has brought much 
beauty into the world.



Sr. Darlene Pienschke

Life with the Sisters at SSR is about 
giftedness; it is about the challenge 
of the call to respond to a profound 
transformative lifestyle to which each 
Sister who lives with diminishment 
will experience. With loss, aging, and 
dependency come changes and the 
movement to greater interiorization 
and the contemplation of God.

The caring and care of each Sister for the others is palpable, 
endearing, and genuine. Hidden within the depths of the 
Sisters’ prayers ae ongoing transformative shifts in having to 
adapt to unexpected lived realities of new and old challenges, 
be they physical, emotional, or spiritual.

Moved by God’s Spirit, braced by our Savior’s love and 
endurance, Salvatorian Sisters manifest God’s love; God who 
prays and lives in our presence and through our mission for 
which we are named Salvatorian.

One serious human problem in our city of Milwaukee is that 
of homelessness, caused by many complex factors. Yet we 
are hopeful because we are in collaborative relationships 
with agencies and personnel, who believe no one should 
suffer from homelessness. Three agencies that we support 
are the MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary (https://
www.mbsanctuary.org/), Hope Street Ministry (https://
www.hopestreetministry.org/) and the St. Josephine Bakhita 
Catholic Worker House.( https://stbakhitahouse.org/). 

Some of our sisters offer nursing expertise, visit with clients, 
share fi nancial and material resources. We recently donated 
one of our houses for a family to live in as they transition 
from homelessness to stability. We support agency staff by 
affi rming their efforts at empowering clients to believe in 
themselves and gain confi dence to stand on their own. Above 
all, we know our prayer sustains both the agency staff and 
the clients as their collaboration opens doors, expresses love 
and hope because of solidarity.



Two examples of being Seeds of Hope 
at this time in my life:

Being in solidarity on behalf of the dis-
advantaged is motivating to me. I enjoy 
working with nursing peers at Mac-
Canon Brown Homeless Sanctuary. We 
know we are being of real help to the 
guests we see. Witnessing to the love of 
Jesus to the poor and needy people we 
see. I fi nd it fulfi lling and many actu-

ally witness their caring and spirituality to me. (e.g. some will 
take only one item (diabetic socks, Tylenol, Ensure) when we 
have more because they want to leave it for someone else.

Many of the prisoners we work with at Milwaukee Women’s 
Correctional Center also demonstrate real caring and prayerful 
support for us: (e.g. S. Rose dealing with breast cancer).  They 
thank us so much for coming. So, in many cases, we receive 
much more than we give. We try to be a constant support for 
people who are angry and hurting.

Sr. Jeanette Clarke Sr. Elizabeth Christensen

A number of years ago I brought 
some donated clothing to Fr. Gene’s 
Help Center in Milwaukee. 

“Father Gene’s Help Center provides 
dignity through free clothing to 

people in need.” 
(see fathergeneshelp.org).  

I was impressed that the clothing displays were neat, the 
clothing was given away, not sold, and the clients are 
treated with respect. I began asking others for donations 
and put out boxes in which to collect clothing. 

I check each item to be sure it is clean and has no holes 
or stains, fold it neatly, and put everything in boxes. I 
continued this ministry after I moved into SSR (assisted 
living). A few months ago, I sent seven boxes of clothing to 
Fr. Gene’s, and as of this writing I have twelve more boxes 
waiting to be delivered (with the help of our SSR driver).



Sr. Mary Lee Grady

Sr. Mary Lee has recently joined the 
Salvatorian Sisters Residence community. 
She has brought a quiet, positive presence 
with her to enhance the community.

Sr. Joan Wagner

By trying to keep down all the weeds 
in our garden and watering the fl owers 
when dry – I believe I give joy and peace 
to our Sisters as well as all our visitors.



It is a gift to me to be part of an 
international community. It calls 
me to think of needs so much more 
pressing than my own country.  I am 
volunteering to tutor sisters from other 
provinces with learning English – the 
offi cial language of our Congregation. 

I look for ways to strengthen our relationships with 
SDS-Men and SDS-Lay and for times to invite them into 
initiatives that will create a better future. I am working to 
fi nalize a goodness/kindness examen for all SDS as a call to 
keep this in our focus and be a building block of our daily 
lives. I will continue to raise questions and suggest ideas 
about how to further SDS connections – to bring about 
goodness and kindness – Seeds of Hope.

Sr. Sheila Novak
Seeds of hope are implanted in 
pastoral care ministry. During these 
past 14 years I have been engaged 
in a ministry which enables close 
relationship with senior parishioners. 
As limited mobility and health 
challenges are experienced, often 
intimacy with our Loving God 
deepens. Life becomes anchored in 
God rather than fl eeting values. 

Much time is spent refl ecting on the blessings of Life. 
Receiving the Eucharist is greatly appreciated and 
considered the most precious gift I can give them. I have 
also been blessed to be present at the bedside of many 
dying parishioners. Often an individual is holding the small 
crucifi x which I have previously given them. It is a profound 
privilege to witness the peace and surrender of many as 
they go home to God. 

Spending time with countless senior parishioners continues 
to be a holy sacred experience which enriches my life and 
provides seeds of hope in our world today.

Sr. Jenada Fanetti



In our ministry of Sponsorship, we 
Sisters have a signifi cant presence 
at Divine Savior Holy Angels High 
School (DSHA) and Hadley Terrace 
Apartments.  Our collaborators count 
on our presence and appropriate 
participation on the Boards, the Board 
Committees and important events. 
Sister Grace Mary Croft is a members 
of the Board of Directors of DSHA and 

Sister Carol Jean Zais performs regular volunteer services at 
DSHA.  Until recently, S. Karlyn Cauley was a daily presence at 
Hadley Terrace and along with Sister Grace Mary was a member 
of the Board. 

Several ongoing programs at DSHA are truly “Seeds of Hope.”  
For example: the Marian Scholars (program for students with 
disabilities), Vocare Service program for seniors; the annual 
service requirements each year for all students; the Salvatorian 
Service Award for seniors who have performed hours of service 
over and above requirements. 

Our collaborators want and value our support and are proud 
that these ministries are sponsored by the Sisters of the Divine 
Savior.  That we continue to sponsor Divine Savior Holy Angels 
and Hadley Terrace Apartments is a SEED of HOPE in the 
Milwaukee area!

Sr. Grace Mary Croft

As an SDS Sister you have to be 
“Kind!” I Volunteer at Mission 
Warehouse.  Visit three nursing 
homes once a week with another 
person. I also visit a nursing home 
close to my home every day.

Sr. Dora Zapf



For the fi rst time in many years, I am living with 
a large group of Sisters; all of us have physical 
and/or memory issues. During meals, as needed, 
I will hold, carry plates, and as much as possible, 
be aware of other dietary needs.  During meals, 
try to speak about an article of interest.

Sr. Rita Vogelsang
Applying the wisdom of airlines pre-fl ight 
announcements – to put one’s own oxygen 
mask on before helping others with theirs 
– I regularly fi ll my “reservoir” with the 
signs, both large and amall, of hope that lift 
my heart, that nudge my spirit upwards, 
that renew my faith. The elderly couple 
who lovingly hold hands as they come into 
church. Young fathers nurturing their little 
ones. A little boy, born with cancer, running 
free and healthy and full of promise, and the 
tears of joy that come to his grandmother’s 

eyes at the very sight. The staggering beauty of the world God has given 
us to inhabit. The wise and gentle example of so many of the Sisters 
in our Congregation. The courage and compassion of fi rst responders. 
The list is almost endless. Then I try, although imperfectly, to pass on 
that joy, that hope, that faith by infusing them into my own tasks and 
interactions.

I am blessed to be part of the archival team working on including our 
materials into a much larger pool of researchable documents about the 
legacy of religious sisters in the United States, insuring that our legacy 
will not be lost. 

I also share in the hospitality ministry as part of the Pius East 
community. I believe the Lay Salvatorians are one of the best hopes 
of the Salvatorian charism continuing to grow, and our ability to offer 
lodging to visiting Lay Salvatorians is our opportunity to support them in 
ways that bring joy to us as well.

Sr. Nelda Hernandez



I donate money whenever we have collections for 
various projects. 

I am present for every Zoom meeting we have with 
other units of the congregation.

I donate clothing to thrift stores.

I make winter caps for poor children and give 
them to Goodwill and St. Vincent DePaul.

Sr. Jane BarmanSr. Jane BarmanSr. Jane Barman

My solidarity in mission continues 
in my over 45 years of spiritual 
direction: “the ways and means by 
which I have been called to make God 
known, and Jesus Christ whom he 
has sent.”  

I walk with those requesting someone to journey with them 
as they pursue health and wholeness, their unique hunger 
for God. Perhaps the heart of their seeking is a longing to 
be transformed into the image of God they were created to 
become for their own sake and for the sake of the world. 
I hope to mirror a presence of God for them, that mirrors 
God’s love and acceptance of them. Hopefully this facilitates 
and nurtures the seeds of hope already living in them.

Sr. Pat Kieler



Sr. Mary Evelyn Zimbauer

Picking, packaging, and transporting 
produce for those in need.

Committee, and the other committee is the Systemic Justice 
Committee. I do what I can to encourage the Sisters at SSR 
to contribute to various causes/needs that these committees 
bring to our attention. I also do this when there is a natural 
disaster; for example, the SSR Community donated money 
to the Red Cross to use for the families of the recent victims 
of fl oods.

As the Coordinator of Salvatorian Sisters Residence, a home 
for our retired Sisters, through the daily announcements I 
make an intentional effort to alert them to current needs of 
the world, to encourage them to watch, via the internet, our 
communication with the sisters in the other units, and to 
be aware of the many ways and means various people reach 
out to us with donations, gifts, and surprises. The Sisters at 
SSR are often encouraged to sign thank you notes, birthday 
cards, congratulations cards etc. which will be sent to the 
“friends and donors” of SDS.
  



From the beginning of our province, 
we Salvatorian Sisters have educated 
and employed many people to 
help us in our various sponsored 
ministries. For me, a “seed of hope” 
is to hear reports from lay people 
about how they continue to carry 
on, in a deliberate and organized 
manner, the Salvatorian mission in 
our sponsored institutions, with a 

special emphasis on ways and means of expressing “the 
goodness and kindness” of Jesus.

As a member of the SDS Sponsorship Board of DSHA, I 
personally, continue to be supportive and encouraging of 
the current leadership of Divine Savior Holy Angels High 
School as they demonstrate to SDS the “Seeds of Hope” 
they continue in very concrete ways, implementing the 
mission to which they were entrusted.

Besides our SDS sponsored institutions, we offer fi nancial 
donations to additional ministries that are not sponsored 
by SDS, but which have a similar ministerial focus; it is 
important for us to learn about these ministries and to 
follow their growth and the assistance they provide for 
people in need.

Our Region has two committee which help in their own 
way to “provide seeds of hope” to people. One is the Needs 

Sr. Virginia Honish



Our parish is very active with Peace 
and Justic activities. I have been  
able to contribute to the provision of 
clean water for all living situations 
with the digging of wells in Tanzania; 
helping to mitigate some hunger 
for persons who are very poor and 
come to food pantries in our local 
communities; helping to provide 
housing for the needy through 

Habitat for Humanity projects; attending talks given about 
Immigration issues throughout our local city and trying to 
keep abreast of political issues associated with immigration 
and other topics.

Through journeying with our Sisters who experience a 
variety of health issues and many facing times of death 
and dying, I can help them to see the love that they have 
experienced in their lives and the ways that they have 
walked with God’s love.

In various ways I have reached out to others through my 
mission appeals and my relationships to help others to 
experience gratitude and kindness in our lives.

Sr. Betty Vetter Sr. Beverly Heitke

Pastoral Care visiting of residents at 
St. Anne’s was a ministry to bring the 
goodness and kindness of our Savior 
to residents who needed spiritual and 
emotional support. I hope to continue 

this service when my health allows. These people are often 
lonely and suffering physically and a visit with Eucharist or 
words of loving support bring a bit of spiritual sunshine and 
assurance of God’s fruitful love of them.

Serving on the Systemic Justice Committee is a way of 
sharing our Salvatorian resources with groups striving to 
improve social justice by supporting groups working actively 
in fi elds of legislation, social service programs, anti human 
traffi cking, care of ouru universe, legal service for the poor, 
education, women’s rights etc.



Sr. Clara Cáceres

Sr. Clara’s ministry was teaching, 
and even after retiring she taught 
Spanish to our people in formation, 
both women and men. Now, coping 

with diminishment, she is enfolded in the prayers of her 
Salvatorian family.

Dios te salve, María. 
Llena eres de gracia, 
El Señor es contigo. 
Bendita tú eres entre todas las mujeres, 
Y bendito es el fruto de tu vientre, Jesús. 

Santa María, Madre de Dios, 
Ruega por nosotros, pecadores,
Ahora y en la hora de nuestra muerte. 
Amén.

My experience building my 
wheelchair channel, 
World Wheelchair Warriors, 
has reached so many across 
the globe. 

From people who felt trapped and 
lost due to being in a wheelchair, 

they become informed and learn where to get the 
resources needed. They share with me their new freedom 
and a life that is a bit easier all because of the information 
they found on the channel. 

I am grateful along with each of them that the Holy Spirit 
grants me the needed inspiration to create informative 
videos on YouTube for wheelchair users.

Sr. Liza Segleau



I have volunteered at Mother of Good 
Counsel for 15 years, helping K4 students.  
I gained as much as I have when 
encountering these lively and beautiful 
children. 

I got enough hugs to last a lifetime.

Sr. Deanna Schroeder Sr. Karlyn Cauley

I work with Tim Kasza in whatever 
ways he suggests.

I was fi lmed by video about the 
Goodness and Kindness that is 
shown in downsizing the art I 
have made – I did this with Bobby 
Pantuso.

I presented a “Goodness and Kindness” retreat to Sue 
Haertel for use when appropriate for Milwaukee Region.

I continue to write the Sisters’ stories at SSR and give them 
to our Archives and to the Madison, Wisconsin 
State Museum.

I write birthday cards for Hadley Terrace Residents.

I give a donation to the Women’s and Children’s Cathedral 
Shelter.

I participate in the Zoom visits online with other units.



Sr. De Paul Schafer

Sr. De Paul has been an integral part of the 
Salvatorian Sisters Residence community 
for several years. Her ministry is one of 
prayer and presence.

I have been very active at St. Anne’s skilled 
care. I socialize with residents, offering 
assistance at times, and also companionship 
and hope, by keeping a positive attitude 
myself.

Sr. Patricia Russell



Sr. Denise Demulling

Before retiring to our assisted 
living facility, I had been in 
solidarity with a number of elderly 

people. Food, such as bread, cookies, and soup that 
I delivered to them, gave me an opportunity to visit 
with them in their homes.

Also, keeping contact with some families that 
mourned the loss of a loved one is another way of 
being in solidarity with others.

I planted seeds of hope in parishes by 
my pastoral visits – accompanying, 
supporting and assuring people 
in whatever seemed relevant/
meaningful for strengthening their 
faith journeys. I took the church to 
them when they couldn’t come to 
church.

I planted seeds of hope by teaching ESL classes for 
immigrants: Mexican, Russian, Hmong and more recently, 
our Sr. Cleia Bueno, SDS, from Brazil – enabling them to 
participate more fully in church and society. I believe that 
ESL classes can be live-giving and can foster unity among 
peoples.

Also – being a volunteer tutor with Milwaukee and 
Appleton Literacy Centers is a good witness to our value 
of collaboration.

Sr. Pauine Feiner



I hope to express Hope-fullness through my 
ministry in art both here at SSR and the 
Community House. 

It will show up decorating at SSR by means 
of pictures verses and other media at the 
Community House to reach the various persons 
coming and going. To excite them using 
different media. 

I hope in the near future, to help out at DSHA.

Sr. Francine Kosednar Sr. Marion Etzel

I have found it hard to concentrate, amidst the 
turbulence of the world at present, on our what our 
focus was to be for this year. We have had much 
to do to contend with the many demands of our 
culture. All in all, our mission has been to preserve 
optimism and to join, over and over again, with 
others who hold the same Gospel values.



Thus we have need for food pantries. Over the last 
seven years Sister Judy Sullivan and Sr. Carol Jean 
Zais have served at two local food pantries – St. Agnes 
Parish is Butler and Blessed Savior, our home parish 
in Milwaukee.

Each of the two pantries we serve operate differently. 
One is self-service where the guest picks the items 
they need, and the other is given two to three bags 
pre-packed. At both pantries you may only shop once a 
month. 

While some come every month, we are awed as we 
experience that a guest who has not been at the pantry 
for three months, eight months or longer comes only 
when they have a need. Also, we experience that many 
guests take just what they need. They may leave with 
only one or two bags.

Sr. Carol Jean Zais . . .

“The poor you have . . . 

My only contribution is to pray 
for this intention, and practice 
love and kindness.

Sr. Jean Marie Hauck



I make it a point to smile and greet 
people (by name if possible) who 
cross my path whether in the parish, 
in the neighborhood, at the YMCA 
or in the grocery store.  This is an 
expression of KINDNESS.  

When asked how I am, I often 
respond with the simple observation that I’m taking one 
step at a time. “If one step is too much, I focus on the next 
breath.”  This is a simple acknowledgement of my own 
vulnerability, and an expression of HOPE.  

Since I am using a walker, I’m easily seen to be mobility-
challenged, so this response resonates with many 
people, and gives them an opportunity to respond by  
saying something like “Yes, one step is actually all we 
have, isn’t it!”  

Sr. Barbara Reynolds  . . . and Sr. Judith Sullivan

We are also recipients of day old bakeries from 
Sendik’s and Panera’s. Breads, rolls, pastries, pies, 
cookies, etc.! These are shared with our guests as 
they come for their food and miscellaneous health 
items. Each week we are able to take 4 or 5 boxes of 
these goodies to our residents at Hadley Terrace, a 
Salvatorian sponsored senior living residence on the 
site of our original Motherhouse. This brings back 
memories each week.  On our way home, we share 
some of the goodies with our Sisters at Salvatorian 
Sisters Residence.

It is a gift to serve in whatever way is needed.

. . . always with you.”



I simply try to pay attention to 
whatever is going on and contribute 
as to what I can.  I do contribute 
to two Indian missions from my 
personal budget.

Sr. Mary Frost

As Archivist, I serve as a 
preserver and caretaker of 
the story of the Salvatorian 
sisters in this country and in 
the other parts of the world in 
which our Unit’s sisters served. 
At present, we are preparing 
our materials to be added to 
a larger pool of researchable 

documents related to the legacy of all the religious 
sisters in the United States.

As a member of the Pius East community, I 
participate in the very special ministry of hospitality. 
With changes in housing availability among all the 
Salvatorian Family members in Milwaukee, our 
house has remained one of the few places where Lay 
Salvatorians can stay at no cost when they come to 
Milwaukee to attend gatherings and meetings. We are 
fortunate to be able to support the Lay Salvatorians in 
this way.

Sr. Mary Jo Stoffel
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